FAQs / Briefings on Major Environmental Issues

Prepared by Robert Howell, May 2011

Please send comments/suggested amendments to rhowellnz@gmail.com
Is Climate Change Real?

Goto The Prime Minister’s Chief Science Advisor, Professor Sir Peter Gluckman 

http://www.pmcsa.org.nz/issues/climate_change/#more-579
See Climate Sceptic Bjorn Lomborg’s turnaround

www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/aug/30/bjorn-lomborg-climate-change-u-turn



What is the acceptable level of carbon?  What are we now?

Goto http://www.350.org/en/about/science
What are the consequences of an increase of 1oC, 2oC, 3oC, 4oC etc ?

Read Mark Lynas’s Six Degrees.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pm6hkAPxWqQ&NR=1
Oxford Climate Conference http://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/4degrees/media.php
Read Clive Hamilton’s Requiem for a Species

Goto http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zQDBP4YClA&feature=related
What are the other major threats to the environment?

World Scientists’ Warning to Humanity http://www.worldtrans.org/whole/warning.html
Goto Planetary Boundaries

http://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/researchnews/tippingtowardstheunknown/quantitativeevolutionofboundaries.4.7cf9c5aa121e17bab42800043444.html
What are the major contributors in New Zealand to global warming?

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/climate/greenhouse-gas-inventory-2010-snapshot/index.html
What is the cost to New Zealand of the Kyoto Agreement?   How will NZ’s emission trading scheme work?

Goto http://publicaddress.net/system/topic/2586/
How do I find out about my personal footprint?

http://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx.  (NB Annual car usage can be obtained at www.carjam.co.nz )
How significant is the role of coal?

Goto http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/feb/15/james-hansen-power-plants-coal
Goto http://www.economist.com/node/13235041?story_id=13235041
What is New Zealand’s water situation?

Goto http://www.landandwater.org.nz/summary_report.pdf
How can I invest to care for rather than destroy the planet?

Goto http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xt4JZ6IkLM
Goto http://www.csri.org.nz/BriefingPaperSRISept2010.pdf.pdf
Goto http://www.csri.org.nz/documents/SRIinvestrevRH.pdf
What is meant by strong sustainability?

Goto to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5NiTN0chj0
Goto http://sites.google.com/site/strongsustainability/strong-sustainability-for-new-zealand (scroll down to bottom of page for free electronic copy)

Goto http://www.greenplanetfm.com/members/greenradio/blog/VIEW/00000001/00000119/Dr-Wayne-Cartwright--A-courageous-statement-for-Strong-Sustainability.html#00000119
NZ Parliament Conference on Sustainable Economy

Dr David Suzuki 

Goto http://www.greens.org.nz/video/dr-david-suzuki-keynote-address-sustainable-economy-nz-conference-part-1 (plus parts 2, 3 and 4)

David Cunliffe

Goto http://cunliffe.co.nz/?s=sustainable+economy  (scroll down)
What is a good website for regular news?

Goto http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment
Sign up to Sustainability Matters newsletter contact  ray@sustainabilitymatters.co.nz
